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From: 		Ron Kirschner, MD, Medical Director
To: 		ALL HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
Subject:	Novel synthetic opioids
Date:		5/15/26

· Nitazenes are a class of potent synthetic opioids developed in the 1950s but never used clinically due to an unfavorable therapeutic index.
· Although these substances can be identified by specialized facilities such as NMS Labs (Horsham, PA), levels may be difficult to interpret.
· They are structurally different from fentanyl but interact with the mu opioid receptor.
· Like other opioids, they appear to be reversed by naloxone but may require larger doses or repeat dosing as duration of action is not well defined for nitazenes.  
· There are no controlled studies in humans, only case reports and case series that can be challenging to interpret as they often involve multiple substances including other opioids. 
· In some cases, patients reported exposure to heroin and/or fentanyl (Amaducci).
· In an Australian case a young man was found unconscious after vaping THC;  initial hospital blood documented the presence of protonitazene (Syrjanen). 
· In patients with unexpected CNS/respiratory depression always consider naloxone administration or airway management. 
· Consider saving body fluid samples for reference lab analysis, and please contact the Poison Center for further consultation.
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There are Registered Nurses and Pharmacist available 24/7/365. Toxicology consultation available
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