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From: 		Ron Kirschner, MD, Medical Director
To: 		ALL HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
Subject:	Intravenous acetylcycteine shortage
Date:		4/23/26



· In mid-March the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists reported a nationwide shortage of intravenous acetylcysteine.

· Multiple suppliers were affected but did not provide a reason. 

· Their projected resupply dates ranged from late April to July.

· Some regions are likely affected more than others. 

· Due to the shortage, providers may wish to reconsider IV acetylcysteine treatment for soft indications such as mild liver enzyme elevation with undetectable acetaminophen.

· In such cases it may be preferable to just repeat liver enzymes 12 h after the initial labs. 

· The shortage does not appear to affect enteral acetylcysteine formulations so po or nasogastric administration may be an option in appropriate patients. 

· Providers can check for updates at the ASHP website:
·  Drug Shortage Detail: Acetylcysteine Intravenous Solution






Our nurses and pharmacist specialists in poison information and physician toxicologists are available 24 hours a day to answer your questions. Call 1-800-222-1222
[image: ]Consultation with a medical toxicologist is available by request.
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